
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation Newsletter
A Dollars for Scholars Organization, Mount Baker School District
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group of community
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encouraging academic

achievement by
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for students in the
Mt. Baker

School District.

Congratulations and Best Wishes
to the Class of 2009!

Graduation 2009

Scholarships awarded
through MBSF to the

Class of 2009
total over $70,500!

Thank you to our
generous

community for all your
support!
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The Mount Baker Scholarship Foun-
dation is proud to award over
$70,500 in scholarships to 53 stu-
dents in the class of 2009. Thanks to
our generous community members
we were able to award scholarships
to every student who submitted com-
plete applications. Here are the 53
award winning graduates

Chelsea Kollmar will receive both
a $2828 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship
and a Loren and Muriel Monsen
Scholarship for $2172.  Chelsea will
be attending Whitman College to
study Biology. Chelsea earned the
distinction of being the Valedictorian
of the class of 2009.

Brian Marshall is the recipient of a
$1000 Clyde and Judy Denton
Scholarship as well as a $2000 Tho-
mas and Martina Horn Scholarship.
Brian will be going to the University
of Puget Sound to begin his studies in
Exercise Science. Brian is the Saluta-
torian for the class of 2009.

Osa Hale is awarded a $1000
Clyde and Judy Denton Scholarship
and a $2000 Thomas and Martina
Horn Scholarship. Osa plans to pur-
sue courses in English/Communica-
tions at Whitman College.

Mikaela Yeomans is awarded both
a $2000 Thomas and Martina Horn



2009 Scholarship Winners

Scholarship and a $1000 Mt. Baker
Staff Scholarship.  Mikaela plans to
pursue studies in Education at Wash-
ington State University.

Corinna Pilat is this year’s winner
of a $1750 Christine Sygitowicz-
Sherman Scholarship as well as a
$1250 Thomas and Martina Horn
Scholarship. Corinna is undecided
where she will attend to begin pre-
med studies.

Emily Magee is receiving a $350
Calvin Johnson Scholarship, a $750
Thomas and Martina Horn Scholar-
ship and a $1900 Thorleif Mohn
Scholarship. She will enroll in Uni-
versity of Puget Sound or University
of Washington and is undecided on a
major.

Kendra Rohde has been chosen for
a $2500 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
She plans to major in Art History at
Washington State University.

Haley Straka is the recipient of a
$2500 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
Haley will use this scholarship at
Whatcom Community College where
she will begin courses in the medical
field or nursing.

Monica Alfredsen is the winner of
a $730 William Castle Scholarship as
well as a $1770 Thorleif Mohn
Scholarship. Monica has been ac-
cepted at Chapman University in
Southern California where she plans
to study Vocal Performance.

Alexander Cutler is awarded a
$2000 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
His area of interest will be Biochem-
istry/Medicine at Western Washing-
ton University.

Sarah Baisden will apply her $2000
Thorleif Mohn Scholarship to help
finance her education at Eastern
Washington University. Her area of
interest is Journalism/Communica-
tions.

Stephanie Raper has earned a
$2000 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
Stephanie will attend Western Wash-
ington University where she plans to
pursue courses in Anthropology.

Brian Davis is awarded three schol-
arships:  a Thorleif Mohn Scholarship
for $600, a $1000 Mt. Baker Staff
Scholarship and a $412 PTA Schol-
arship. Brian will begin his training in
Secondary Education at Western
Washington University.

Megan Butenschoen is receiving a
$2000 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
Megan has been accepted at Western
Washington University. She is inter-
ested in preparing for a career in Edu-
cation.

William Managan is awarded two
scholarships:  a $280 Thorleif Mohn
Scholarship and a $1220 Mandy
Stavik Scholarship. He plans to pre-
pare for a career in Construction
Management at Washington State
University.

Serena Lindal is the winner of a
$1500 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
Serena will study Psychology at the
University of Washington.

Shelby Brooks has earned a $1500
Thorleif Mohn Scholarship to help her
with expenses at Whitworth College.
She plans to begin Pre-Med courses.

Danielle Leech is the recipient of a

$1500 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
She will attend Whatcom Commu-
nity College where she will begin her
general studies and Nursing Pro-
gram.

Samantha Tarr is receiving both a
$1000 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship
and a $500 Clyde and Judy Denton
Scholarship. She will attend
Bellingham Technical College and
learn to be a Dental Assistant.

Anna Curtis is awarded a $1000
Thorleif Mohn Scholarship as well
as a $500 Clyde and Judy Denton
Scholarship. Anna will study Busi-
ness Administration at Whatcom
Community College.

Brett Johnson is the winner of a
$1500 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
Brett has been accepted at Corban
College in Salem, Oregon where he
plans to go into Art Education.

Crystal Martines is awarded a
$200 Mt. Baker Scholarship Foun-
dation Scholarship and a $1300
Rose Gerber Scholarship. Crystal
will begin her education at Western
Washington University with general
studies.

Keegan Chapman has earned a
$1000 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
Keegan plans to prepare for a ca-
reer in Secondary Education at
Western Washington University.

Chad Cain has been chosen for a
$500 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship
and a $500 Clyde and Judy Denton
Scholarship. Chad wants to major in
Fire Science at Skagit Valley Com-
munity College.
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Nick Borg is the recipient of a
$1000 Thorleif Mohn Scholarship.
He has been accepted at Western
Washington University where he will
major in Business.

Maija Haggith will use her $1000
Thorleif Mohn Scholarship to help
with expenses at Oregon State Uni-
versity. Maija’s area of study will be
Animal Science.

Matthew Cronk will receive a $300
Thorleif Mohn Scholarship and a
$500 Clyde and Judy Denton Schol-
arship. Matthew will learn Welding
Technology at Bellingham Technical
College.

Olga Kabinov is awarded an $800
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship. She plans to prepare for
a career in the Culinary Arts at
Bellingham Technical College.

Tianna Schneider has won an $800
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship. Tianna is considering a
course of study in Special Education
at Whatcom Community College.

Emily Hart will use her $800 Mt.
Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship to help finance her edu-
cation at the University of Portland.
She would like to prepare for a ca-
reer in Elementary Education.

Mary Bergerson is receiving an
$800 Mt. Baker Scholarship Foun-
dation Scholarship. Mary has been
accepted at Western Washington
University. She would like to be a
Nurse or a Secondary Teacher.

Tyler Compton is awarded two
Scholarships: a Mount Baker Schol-

arship Foundation Scholarship for
$234, and a $566 Class of 1952
Scholarship. Tyler plans to prepare
for Fire Fighting at Skagit Valley
Community College.

Christine Cadman is awarded a
$700 Mt. Baker Scholarship Foun-
dation Scholarship. She has been ac-
cepted at Whatcom Community Col-
lege where she will earn a Transfer
Degree.

Jessica Firth will use her $700
Mount Baker Scholarship Founda-
tion Scholarship to help finance her
training in Dental Assisting at
Bellingham Technical College.

Kayla Sisson is receiving a $150
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship and a $350 Clyde and
Judy Denton Scholarship. Kayla
plans to work towards a career in
Dental Assisting at Bellingham Tech-
nical College.

Leah Pheifer is the recipient of a
$500 Mt. Baker Scholarship Foun-
dation Scholarship. Leah will attend
Whatcom Community College where
she will begin courses in Childhood
Education.

Shandy Batista has earned a $600
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship and a $430 George and
Tena Giarde Scholarship to use at
Skagit Valley Community College for
studies in Early Childhood Educa-
tion..

Brandi Anderson is awarded a
$500 Mt. Baker Scholarship Foun-
dation Scholarship. Brandi will attend
Whatcom Community College to
take courses in Nursing.

Travis Doser is the winner of a
$500 Monaghan Scholarship for use
at Whatcom Community College.
Travis wishes to go into Teaching/
Mathematics.

Roxanne Mymrin is awarded a
$1500 David Way Memorial Schol-
arship. Roxanne has been accepted
at Whatcom Community College.
She will begin studies in Biology.

Jennifer Critchett will receive a
$500 Mount Baker Scholarship
Foundation Scholarship. She is inter-
ested in Music and Teaching and will
attend Whatcom Community Col-
lege.

Lidiya Pilat will receive a $500
Mount Baker Scholarship Founda-
tion Scholarship for use at Whatcom
Community College. Lidiya wants to
work towards a transfer degree in
Accounting.

Alexis Pinkston will apply her $500
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship towards Veterinary Tech
training at Whatcom Community
College.

Teena Burdette is awarded a $500
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship. Teena will attend
Bellingham Technical College to
study the Culinary Arts.

Matthew Millson is the recipient of
a $600 Mt. Baker Scholarship
Foundation Scholarship. He plans to
earn a Transfer Degree at Whatcom
Community College.



Graduates Present and Past

Sally Unger
Class of 2000

Samantha Mount will use her $600
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship to help finance Veteri-
nary Tech training at Bellingham
Technical College.

Cody Anderson has been chosen
for a $550 Acmenormous Scholar-
ship. Cody will attend North Idaho
College with plans to major in Crimi-
nal Justice.

Jacqueline Badgero is the winner
of a $500 Mt. Baker Scholarship
Foundation Scholarship. She has
been accepted at Northwestern Col-
lege in Minnesota where she plans to
prepare for a career in Elementary
Education.

Jose Ramirez is awarded a $500
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship. Jose wishes to prepare
for a career of Auto Body Technol-
ogy at Bellingham Technical College.

Elizabeth Garcia will use her $500
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship towards her education at
Whatcom Community College. She
plans to study Elementary Bilingual
Education and Music.

Hope Woolf is receiving a $500 Mt.
Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship. Hope will attend
Bellingham Technical College to be-
gin training in Licensed Practical
Nursing.

Ian Campbell is awarded a $500
Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship. Ian plans to train to be a
Computer Specialist at Whatcom
Community College.

Sally Unger, class of 2000 and re-
cipient of a Mt. Baker Scholarship
Foundation Scholarship, moved to
Boston after graduating from Mt.
Baker to attend Simmons College, a
small private women’s college. Her
plan was to major in English and get
a teacher’s certificate. She chose
Spanish to fulfill her two-year lan-
guage requirement. She enjoyed
Spanish so much that she decided to
work towards two endorsements,
English and Spanish.

Sally & her Mexican Host Mom,
2007

Melanie Garst will receive a
Wolschlagel Scholarship and Mt.
Baker Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship for a total of $500.
Melanie has been accepted at
Bellingham Technical College where
she plans to earn a certificate in Den-
tal Assisting.

After one and a half years at
Simmons College, Sally returned to
Bellingham and enrolled at Western,
where she continued to work on her
two endorsements. In the fall of
2002 she spent three months study-
ing in Costa Rica, where she lived
with a family. In addition to going to
school, she explored Costa Rica and
experienced bungee jumping.
When Sally returned to Western, she
completed her requirements and did
her internship at Squalicum High
School. She graduated in March and
in June she was offered a teaching
position as a Spanish teacher at
Whatcom and Shuksan Middle
Schools. She teaches every other
day at each school.
Since Sally did her internship at the
high school level, she wasn’t sure at
first how she would respond to
middle school but she loves it. She
says, “I love the middle-schoolers’
energy and it’s a great time to con-
nect with them; it’s a make or break
time for the students. I feel that I can
make a bigger difference with them
now than when they are older. They
still have a sense of play and I love to
joke around with them.”  Now that
Sally is in her third year of teaching
she is relaxed and can really enjoy
the students.
When Sally studied in Costa Rica
during college she got hooked on
traveling. Two summers ago she
spent a month in Mexico taking
classes at a language school and do-
ing some touring of the country.
Although moving from Deming to
Boston was quite a cultural jump for



Louise E. Peterson’s Lasting Legacy

Sally, she felt that she was academi-
cally equal to her peers.  Her studies
at Mt. Baker, especially with Stu
Gorski and the English Department,
prepared her for success at college
and fostered a love of reading; she
enjoys membership in a teachers’
book club.
The summer before Sally started
teaching, she was sorting out her old
school papers. She had just im-
mersed herself in methods courses,
and looking at products of her edu-
cation at Harmony and Mt. Baker,
she realized that her teachers’ pro-
fessional expertise was amazing and
she could appreciate the strong goals
they had for their students.
Her fondest memories of high school
are her participation in drama and
being a drum major in the band. This
past year she has returned to acting
by taking improv classes and doing
performances at the Upfront Theater.
Acting skill must be advantageous
with middle school students!
Sally appreciated her scholarship
from the Mt. Baker Scholarship
Foundation. She says that in Boston
the living expenses are “through the
roof,” and the scholarship helped
with educational expenses.
Sally’s advice to students: “Look at
what jobs will be in high demand and
choose courses that will fit, but bal-
ance this with who you are and what
you love to do.”  For Sally, teaching
is personally fulfilling and she is
happy to have made this career
choice.
Sally is the daughter of Tim Unger
and Becky Unger of Bellingham.

The Louise E.
Peterson Scholarship

and the Future
Submitted by Cathy Harris

In 2001 my mother’s death made me
the beneficiary of funds that I wanted
to pass along to a worthy Mount
Baker student by providing the first
four year scholarship provided by
the Mount Baker Scholarship Foun-
dation. The Louise E. Peterson Me-
morial Scholarship was added to the
MBSF list of scholarships for our
graduating seniors.
As a former Mount Baker Junior
High School principal, and now, a
member of the MBSF board, I was
delighted when Jessi Stipe was se-
lected in 2007 as the recipient of this
four year scholarship! Two years af-
ter receiving the award, Jessi has
completed her first two years at
Western Washington University and
will be starting her final two years at
the Western Washington University
Woodring College of Education. She
has made wonderful progress in her
quest to become a high school
teacher!
We were also pleased in 2008 to
learn that Western’s Woodring Col-
lege of Education had come forward
to provide the scholarship for Jessi’s
last two years of the four year
award. This would provide me with
the opportunity to offer the grant to
another student in 2011. I have been
notified, however, that Western will
not be able to continue their two
years of support in the future. In or-
der to sustain the awarding of this

important scholarship we are asking
community members, in the next
four years, to make contributions to
the Louise E. Peterson Scholarship.
It was suggested that if we have just
six generous people who could
“squirrel away” $500 per year for
the next four years, our goal would
almost be met!
Many thanks for the incredible sup-
port of the Mount Baker Scholarship
Foundation in the past. If you would
like to make a contribution in any
amount, please contact Cathy Harris
at 671-9208.

Future Fundraiser at Mt.
Baker Vineyards

Plans are in the works to hold a
Winetasting Event at the Mt. Baker
Vineyards to help raise funds for the
Louise E. Peterson Scholarship men-
tioned in the article above. The event
is scheduled for the first or second
weekend of September. Contact
board member Cathy Harris at 671-
9208 for more information.



$10 $20 $50 $100 (donor entitled to commemorative tile on Wall of Honor)
Other _____________

Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation Board Members Include:
Mary Compton, President; Theresa Sygitowicz, Vice President; Kim Raper, Treasurer; Neal Bittner,
Fundraising Chair; Mary Zender, Alumni Chair; Gail Kuromiya, Secretary; Sue Lenssen, Newsletter;
Gail Kuromiya, Newsletter Design and Layout.

Donation and Interest Form for Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________
Phone _______________________________________________ E-mail_____________________________
Yes, I am interested in helping Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation raise scholarship funds for Mt. Baker students.
I am enclosing a tax-deductible donation for Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation:

Can we use your name in promotion efforts for the Foundation? Yes No Check with me first
I am interested in discussing setting up a Named or Endowed scholarship through Mt. Baker Scholarship
Foundation. Please contact me. A convenient time to reach me at home is __________________________ .
Please contact me with more information about attending monthly meetings of the Foundation.

Please complete and mail this form to: Mt. Baker Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box 875, Deming, WA 98244.


